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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 











Goodenow, Earle Follett 
THE LAZY LLAMA Cloth. $2.00 










Luis was a "no-good" llama, too lazy to walk up the mountain and even too 
lazy to walk down. And yet Pablo needed a pack animal, so he sold him to a New York 
zoo. But the ocean trip changed him, and he wasn't quiet a moment and he frightened 
the children and disturbed the other animals. They sent him back to Peru- and it all 
un-happened. Now he makes Pablo a comfortable pillow at siesta time....Nonsense tale 
in engaging pictures and dead pan text, which will beguile those who loved Cow Concert 
and Cow Voyage. And the pictures in muted colors are even better. (Publ. LC: 5410107) 












Hendrickson, Dorris Walsh Follett 
BREAKNECK HILL $2.00 








Denver once had a street car drawn uphill by a horse, with a platform on 
which the horse rode downhill. On this slender thread of fact, a nonsense tale is 
spun, relating how it all came about. Mad pictures by Lisl Weil have a caricature 
quality at juvenile level, into which adults will read their own overtones (Publ. 
LC: 54-10095) 


Bergman, Astrid Macmillan 
MICKI, THE BABY FOX Cloth. $2.50 
















Accustomed as we are to somewhat prettied over documentaries on wildlife, 
this realistic photographic record of the baby fox that runs away to hunt his own break- 
fast may come as a shock to adults, who forget that children can take it in their 
stride. For chickens must die that foxes be fed- and so this gifted Swedish photo- 
grapher has shown. A beautiful picture book, with brief captions. (Publ. ) 
















Tudor, Tasha Oxford 
A IS FOR ANNABELLE Cloth. $2.50 


Without apologies, this is a delectably old-fashioned kind of alphabet book. 
In delicate pastels, pretty as they come, one goes through the alphabet with two little 
girls and their discoveries about an old fashioned doll with elegant clothes and acces- 
sories. A real doll house forms the appropriate setting for this lovely creature. And 
everything but "X" has its place, in jingles that make no pretense to do more than 
rhyme. For Tasha Tudor fans- and for old fashioned grandmothers and great aunts to 
give the littlest ones. (Publ.) 


Bannon, Laura Whitman 
HAT FOR A HERO $2.75 
In pictures - some in muted colors, other in crayon black = and text, one 
@ follows the story of a Tarascon Indian boy of Mexico. He was heedless and thoughtless 


and all boy, but in the end, quick thinking and instinctive action saved his little 
sister's life. Not important, except as various facets of Indian life, day by day, 
are pictured through the steps of the story. (Publ. LC: 54-9939) 
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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Petersham, Maud & Miska Macmillan : 
OFF TO BED Cloth. $2.25 ©} 


* Sleepy time stories that have a familiar topic developed with a new pattern. 
They are, with perhaps two exceptions, short-short stories, told in slow rhythm, and 
picturing, in text and drawings in three colors, how baby animals go off to sleep:- 
chickens, bears, possums, rabbits, turtles, ducks, penguins, raccoons. There's a nice 
quality here. (Publ.) 


a cera en 


Lenski, Lois- author-illustrator Oxford 
SONGS OF MR. SMALL Cloth. $2.75 


Mr. Small is such a beloved character to the small fry who have met him as farmer, 
engineer, fireman, sailor, cowboy, that there'll be a readymade market for these songs 
which sound as though children had made up the rickety verses. The music too is nondes. 
cript. But there is a kind of beat, and an activity suggestion in the words, that may 
fit right into pre-school programs. Certainly that is the outlet most likely to find 
this to their liking. (It is hard to be receptive at an office desk.) The music is 
simple enough for an inexperienced player- composed by Clyde Robert Bulla. (Publ.) 





Moran, Jim Whittlesey House 
SOPHOCLES THE HYENA $2.25 


ee Se SN eS ene SE” 










* This may prove to be a natural. Certainly the varied ehannels of publicity- 
records, music, etc.=- will introduce it to many who might miss it in the bookshop. And 

the combination of Roger Duvoisin, favorite artist, and Jim Moran, TV personality, pro- 

vides a good send-off. Fortunately, it is an hilarious story about a cat, a dog, a mole @ 
and a hyena, and about how they went to the cat school to learn to mew. Lots of chuckles 

for all ages. (Publ. LC: 54-10641) 







EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 










Simont, Marc Harper 


MIMI $2.00 









The more one thinks about it the sillier this story becomes, and yet as one 
reads one accepts the impossible. A one time opera star could no longer hit the high 
notes = that is until a mouse ran across her toes at the exact moment when the note came 
out, full volume. So her doting husband set about to train the mouse, Mimi, to repeat 
her performance = yes even to taking her baby mice across the opera house stage during 
the mad scene in Lucia Entertaining line sketches help the story along. It is original; 
try it for yourself. (11/3. LC: 54-8991) 


















Kennedy, Mary Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


JENNY $2.50 





There's a fairy tale quality to this story of Jenny, an orphan who lived with 
her aunt, who was barely supporting herself and four children as a sempstress. Jenny had 

very little in a material way to make her happy, but her lame pup and her hoydenish 

imaginary playmate, Hildegarde, made life very unpredictable and often fun. Then her belief 

in sorcery took her adventuring, and exciting things began to happen. That she served her 
purpose to bring two unhappy people together lessens the credibility of Jenny's own story - 

at least for this reader. It all seemed too too pat. Soft crayon sketches by Adrienne e@ 
Adams capture an eerie quality in the telling. (Publ. LC: 53-6748) 
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November 1, 1954 EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Non-fiction -727= 


Signature Books- Edited by Enid L. Meadowcroft Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. Each $1.50 


Douty, Esther M. - THE STORY OF STEPHEN FOSTER. At once a responsible and 
familiar type of biography, this life of Stephen Foster gives more time to the reader's- 
age years but carries through to the bitter end of the composer's life. Miss Douty 
points up the struggle of Stephen to give himself to music in the face of a practical, 
disapproving father and contrary public opinion, indicates the home ties that were so 
necessary to him, and relates the inevitable dreamy schoolboy and bully-beating episode. 
The definite facts are here from the attending of Athens Academy where his first song 
was heard on to the minstrelsy and meeting with Jane McDowell at the Knights of the S.T.; 
the bookkeeping in Cincinnati; the publishing of songs by the infamous Peters (sarcasm 
on this point seems above the reader's head but is balanced by open discussion later); 
the success of "Oh, Susanna", marriage, impecuniousness, the downhill route in New York. 
The life of the river, minstre:«y, current events - the Pittsburgh fire and Clayton's 
balloon, the escape of a bonded t».y are all given space in a biography that sometimes 
seems forced in episode and verna-ular but conveys a good deal in a once-removed way. 
Illustrations by Jo Polseno are occasionally effective. (LC: 54-5863 ) 


* Howard, Joan- THE STORY OF JOHN J. AUDUBON. This is one of the best of the 
series, for the Audubon story is an absorbing one, with mystery and romance and adven- 
ture. Joan Howard, one feels, almost accepts the legend that he was the lost Dauphin- 
and this runs through the story of his own incredible tale. A boyhood passed in France, 
where school and the Navy were equally unpalatable, where studying art under David held 
no appeal, and where the answer seemed to lie in a new world. But even in America he | 
could not make a living, for always he was drawn to the forests and the rivers, anywhere 
he could watch the birds he loved and draw them in their natural settings. It was an- 
other thirty years, lean years when his wife's faith carried him along, before his genius 
was recognized. Good story telling, not enhanced by the muddy illustrations by Federico 
Castellon. (IC: 54-5859) 


* Meadowcroft, Enid Lamonte - THE STORY OF CRAZY HORSE. An earnest and almost 
completely successful attempt to represent the Indian view of the encroachment on Sioux 
territory by false-tongued whites is given in this biography of the great chief Crazy 
Horse. From the council at Fort Laramie with a treaty broken in Indian eyes by the 
whites, through the move to Powder River country and the Fort Kearny episode, the 
Cheyenne massacre, the overwhelming of Custer, the turning to the reservations and the 

treacherous killing of Crazy Horse,- the author takes her hero and shows Indian views 
of war and whites. Crazy Horse's development, his vision and earning of his name in 
battle, his hatred of the massacring whites which turned to resignation in the realiza- 
tion that his people would starve if they continued to fight them, leads to side glimpses 
of the buffalo hunt, war, tribal ways. The emphasis is more on misunderstandings through 
language, values and customs that were strange than on the more basic issue of white ex- 
pansion which while mentioned (as of the opening of the road West) is not set in 
perspective. A good job. Illustrated by William Reusswig. (IC: 54-5860) 


Nolan, Jeannette C. - THE STORY OF MARTHA WASHINGTON. Here's a biographer 
who do distinguished work on her own, but who seems hemmed in and frustrated when she 
works in the pattern of a series. The Martha Washington story affords rather slender 
material on which to build, and here seems artificial and labored. Much of it is told 
in dialogue which frequently seems stilted, but children like dialogue which forwards 
the story, and to that extent the goal has been achieved. A disappointing item. Rather 
nice line drawings by Corinne Dillon. (LC: 54-586) 


Steele, William 0. - THE STORY OF LEIF ERICSON. Despite the number of books 
dealing with Leif Ericson, the story continues to hold fascination. In this the emphasis 
is on the earlier years, when Leif as a boy in Iceland has his training for the rugged 
years as explorer and navigator. The conflict between the old and new religions plays 
its part. Plenty of action here- and inevitably more fictional quality than in stories 
of periods of which more is established. I didn't like the crude quality of the drawings 


by Pranas Lape. (LC: 54-5862) 
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Signature Books- cont'd. Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. $1.50 


Vinton, Iris- THE STORY OF STEPHEN DECATUR. From material that on the surface 
offered less than any others in this group, Miss Vinton has made a first rate biography of 
one of the leading figures in our infant navy. Despite a semi-invalid boyhood, young 
Stephen at nine sailed with his captain father to France, and from then on, dedicated him- 
self to the sea. But it was some years before his goal was achieved, and from then on he 
took active part in the most dramatic vhases of our early naval history, and distinguished 
himself everywhere- against the French marauders, against the Barbary pirates, against the 
British in the War of 1812. Lively line drawings by Graham Kaye. (LC: 54-5861) 
























Oxford 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs 
THE DOG FAMILY $2.50 





Companion volume to The Horse Family - with a similar plan. The major part is 
devoted to dogs that aid man- sporting dogs, working dogs, pets, their likes and differ- 
ences, their origins and developments to present day status. The descriptions should be 
enough, the publishers evidently feel, but this reader is convinced that the sketches are 
too few, and that recognition value is very largely dependent on linking descriptions and 
drawing. The section on various kinds of wild dogs, and a final section telling of dogs in 
history and myth, and four footed creatures akin to the dog family, complete a rather dis- 


appointing book. (Publ. LC: 54-10008) 










Big Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
Publ. $1.50 


* Hunt, W. Ben- INDIAN CRAFTS AND LORE. This is just the sort of fact book- and 
how to do it book- that those interested in the subject will like. It has everything, 
from a pronouncing chart on Indian names, through factual data on tribes, way of life, etc. 
But the main part of the book deals with the making of Indian costumes;=- war bonnets, other 
types of head dress, breech clouts, leggings, shirts, vests, gauntlets, accessories, and 

so on. There is enough on the care of the materials that go into the making; identifica- 
tion of designs; the how-to of beadwork; specific dance costumes and basic dance steps. 

And a brief bit about girls' costumes. An activity book. 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- Non-fiction 


Hennessey, William J. Harper 
THINGS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS TO MAKE $2.50 


This is one of the books that produces an overwhelming hope on the part of the 
adult that one's own young people are not inspired to create some of the gadgets suggested. 
Why oh why do handicraft people feel impelled to think up some of the horrors such as 
puppy dog doorsteps and bedside clothes hangers, some of the dust gatherers that take 
space and serve only to annoy? One feels particularly indignant in this instance because 
there are good, practical things here, and more of them and less of the others would seem 
possible.. There's lots of sound information on tools and equipment, woodworking rules 
(the author assumes that all schools have workshops- would that they did!), information on 
preparation of wood and finishes. But the main text with things to make- for beginners, 
for junior craftsmen, for the family. Diagrams and scale drawings. (Publ. IC: 54-8958) 































Illustrated True Books Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. Each $2.50 


Note on Series. These are better than they look. Large flat volumes, on the whole not 

distinguished in format, nonetheless the texts are good - and in two instances (the —_— — 
book and the Fletcher) the illustrations and typography are excellent. In appeal they 
could be considered family books - and useful reference material as well. 











November 1, 1954 Twelve to Sixteen- Non-fiction cont'd. -729- 


Illustrated True Books-cont'd. Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. Each $2.50 


Davis, Mac & Nisenson, Samuel - 100 GREATEST SPORTS HEROES. Sports addicts 
of all ages will enjoy these thumbnail sketches of the immortals in almost every phase 
of athletics (excluding such sports as fishing and hunting) . Old timers can relive 
their memories of the great Honus Wagner, Ty Cobb and Babe Ruth in baseball; Jack 
Dempsey, Benny Leonard, Bob Fitzsimmons in the ring; Walter Hagen and Bobby Jones on 
the fairway; Jim Thorpe and Red Grange on the gridiron. Here too are the greats of 
today: - Bannister the first to run the mile in under four minutes; Perry O'Brien the 
only one to heave the shot over sixty feet, and so on. It would be difficult to 
criticize the selection which is sound and balanced. 


* Fletcher, Sydney E.- THE AMERICAN INDIAN. Artistically, this is the best 

of the group- and this despite the fact that Fletcher, known for his drawings of 
Indians, died before the job was completed and Aubrey Wells carried through his concep- 
tion.. From the end paper map showing the distribution of tribes over the United 
States (we hope you know your states by shape!), through the marginal sketches, the 
spot drawings, the head and tail pieces, reproduced in soft pencilled browns, the 
fine typography, the wide margins, the single column text layout- this is tops. The 
content material, too, meets a high standard. Like the Clayton Knight, the author 
approaches his subject in adult fashion, and covers an immense amount of material, 
historically, chronologically, as he traces the growing volume of information about the 
various tribes. He shows the differences and the similarities, in ways of life; he 
indicates the impact of the whites (though almost nothing is said of the contemporary 
_ Indian); he shows how archaeologists and cowboys have jointly added to our knowledge 

of the "earliest Americans”. He gves into the Aztec civilization; the ancient settlers 
of the Southwest; the Five Nations of the Iroquois League; the Plains Indians, the 
highly civilized Cherokees, the primitive "Diggers" of the Northwest, the Eskimos, the 
Navahos, etc. A calendar of ceremonials, a bibliography and an index add to reference 


value. 


* Knight, Clayton- THE STORY OF FLIGHT. This, in my opinion, is the best 


"story" in relatively brief compass that-~has been done. There have been others that 
were more detailed, that ailowed for more human interest material, and so on. But 
others in the comparable types of books=- large flat books, lavishly illustrated, have 
tended to be perfunctory in handling of text. Those who remember Mr. Knight's Big Book 
of Real Jet Planes will count on him to present his material at a thoroughly adult 
level, never talking down to his audience. They will expect, too, that his illustra- 
tions, in bold line, will be both decorative and informative. This text starts the 
way modern youngsters would prefer- with a today's transocean flight from a vast 
metropolitan airport. From this, with all its accompanying highlighted details of 
procedure, he turns back to legend, to the study of bird flight, to the dreams and 
plans of Leonardo da Vinci- and comes forward with the trailblazers, the experimenters, 
the visionaries, and the practical scientists to the era of the jet and the dreams of 
tomorrow. There's an immense amount of information packed into some 130 pares. And 

a glossary, a bibliography, and an index at the end enhance the book's reference value. 


Penfield, Thomas- LOST TREASURE TRAILS. While this deals with a subject of 
endless interest to young and old, the presentation of the material seems to savor of 
the exclamatory school of journalism, and the illustrations, by Robert Glaubke, seems 
old-fashioned and coarse (or is this the fault of thickening-up in reproduction?) But 
the stuff is there:=- lost mines, outlaws, train robberies, buried treasure trove of 
pirates and highwaymen, holdups and high-graders. The Spaniards play their part. 
Famous pirates have their due. Treasure ships still conceal riches. And even today, 
treasure hunters endlessly search, and occasionally find, mystery hordes of the past. 
A known treasure of 20 million Mexican dollars is concealed somewhere in New Mexico. 

At the close there is a state by state guide to hidden treasure. Double column layout. 


No index. 





NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS November 1, 1954 


Caxton 
LITTLE ENGINES AND BIG MEN $5.00 


Railroad hobbyists will love this storyo the years when the side rods danced © 
to the thunder of the narrow gauge railroads. Western lines these, they opened up the 
inaccessible high country of Colorado as they built bridges and tunnels, conquered passes 
and met storms, The engineers, conductors, brakemen, firemen; the Indians, bandits, out- 
laws; the people who lived alongside; the hazards, the accidents - all are part of the 
tale. Told with devotion by a man whose father knew them from the start. Illustrated. 


(Full report- P. 720) (12/10. IC: 54-010}) 
Winchell, Mary E. 


Lathrop, Gilbert 


Caxton 
WHERE THE WIND BLOWS FREE $h .00 


More of the kindly reminiscences begun in Home by the Bering Sea from days spent 
in a mission orphanage on the Aleutian Islands - annals of an unspoiled and self-sufficient 
world with its peaceful pursuits. The severity and isolation of the north is warmed by 
the simple comfort and communal spirit of the mission. The wind brings them a punt which 
is a big acquisition for the boys; there's a different kind of excitement when a fire breaks 
out; the stories of the children round out the tale. Part of this appeared in the 


Christian Advocate. Full report P. 718. (11/24. IC: 54-9103) 
Crown 


Malartic, Yves 
TENZING OF EVEREST $4.00 


Here is the human side of a great adventure, immensely readable, intensely 
personal in its interpretation of the famous Sherpa's mind, and revealing a way of life 
and a training, through thirty years, for one goal, the scaling of Everest. The author, 
a French journalist, has a lively sense of time and place, and no hesitation over reveal- 
ing some of the tensions played down by other recorders. Half the book is devoted to the @ 


Everest expedition; most of the early part deals with Tenzing's youth; a connecting link 
summarizes other expeditions. For full report see P. 719. (Publ. IC: 54-12067) 


Knopf 


Coon, Carleton H. 
THE STORY OF MAN $6.75 


Here the story of civilization is approached through use of the tools of the 
ethnologists and anthropologists, and 50,000 years of evolution are compressed into lively, 
readable form. Man emerges from the days when he walked upright, discovered the use of 
flint and fire, on through the days of the hunter, the agriculturist, the artisan, to the 
days which produced different levels of culture and civilization. Perhaps little is new 
but the approach is fresh. Full report P. 651. (11/8. LC: 54-9458) 

Noonday Press 
THE DARK CHILD $2.75 


The autobiography of a small boy growing up in French Guinea, in the valley of 
the Niger. There's assumption of the dignity of his people, descendants of the black 
Sudanese, their pride in their way of life. There's rational Mohammedanism thinly coat- 
ing animistic beliefs and superstitions. Women hold a role in advance of many Moham- 
medan countries. The story, with few incidents, conveys 2 rounded sense of his coming into 
manhood, and it has compelling charm. Full report P. 717. (11/4) 


Laye, Camara 


Special Note 


Please check the Special Supplement on HOW-TO-BOOKS FOR HOME LIVING, in the 
October 15th issue. An early Spring supplement will list additional categories of 
How-To books. © 





